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!e "rst public meeting 
of the Cleveland Community 
Police Commission, held Oc-
tober 14 at St. Paul’s Commu-
nity Church, 4427 Franklin 
Blvd. on the city’s near west 
side, likely raised more ques-
tions than it answered. Close 
to 150 people attended.

Mayor Frank Jackson ap-
pointed the 13-member com-
mission in September pursu-
ant to the consent decree the 
city negotiated with the US 
Department of Justice follow-
ing a two-year investigation 
into Cleveland Police Depart-
ment policies and practices. 
!e agreement calls for the 
commission to make recom-
mendations to the Chief of 
Police and the City of Cleve-

land, including the Mayor and 
City Council, on policies and 
practices related to communi-
ty and problem-oriented po-
licing, bias-free policing, and 
police transparency.

!e main question is 
whether the Commission’s 
work will ultimately make a 
di#erence in improving the 
relationships between a suspi-
cious populace that too o$en 
seems in need of protection 
from the police, even when 
their presence has been sum-
moned for assistance.

!e Commission’s three 
co-chairs are all educators: 
Mario Clopton teaches at 
Shaker Heights High, Profes-
sor Rhonda Y. Williams teach-
es history at Case Western 
Reserve University, where she 
also founded and leads the So-
cial Justice Institute, and Craig 
Boise is dean of the law school 

at Cleveland State University.
Citizens step up to speak

About twenty citizens 
stepped forward during the 
public comment portion at the 
end of the meeting. Most ad-
hered to the three-minute time 
limit although, predictably, 
former school board member 
Gerald Henley was among the 
few who did not. Henley said 
he had "led two complaints of 
police misconduct but “never 
heard back”. He urged psycho-
logical testing or re-testing of 
all Cleveland police, saying, 
“Some policemen are not "t to 
be police.”

Katie, a social worker, said 
there should be mandatory 
drug testing of any police of-
"cers involved in a fatal inci-
dent. Bruce Jones, a retired 
social worker, inquired about 
cultural competency training 

Continued on Page 6

Community Police Commission holds First Public Meeting
CLEVELAND
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Commission 
Meeting Schedule
Oct. 28, Elizabeth 
Baptist Church, 6114 
Francis Ave.
Nov. 11, Cudell 
Recreation Center, 
1910 West Blvd.
Dec. 3, Trinity 
Cathedral, 2230 
Euclid Ave.
Dec. 17, West Side 
Community House, 
9300 Lorain Ave.
In addition to these 
meetings, which 
will start at 5:30p 
and run until 8:30p, 
the Commission 
has promised to 
hold other forums, 
town halls, as well 
as working group 
meetings. The 
Commission can be 
reached by calling 
216.755.4272 or via 
email to 216CPC@
gmail.com.

New Business 
Chamber 
debuts Nov. 10

Should We 
Endorse?

Michael Obi, chairman of the new 
Presidents Council Business Chamber.

By  R. T. Andrews
EDITOR

!ere has not been an e#ec-
tive voice for black businesses 
in Greater Cleveland since the 
demise of the Cleveland Busi-
ness League in the late 1990s. 
!e Presidents’ Council LLC, 
an organization of some of the 

Continued on Page 3

You don’t have to visit a 
barbershop or hair salon to 
know that there has never 
been a shortage of opinions 
in the black community on 
just about any topic you can 
name.  We have opinions on 
just about every topic you can 
think of, and just for fun, we 
invent stu# to argue about. 

By way of contrast, what 
Continued on Page 9
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About 150 Greater Clevelanders attended some portion of the Oct. 14 meeting of the Community Police Commission
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Husband and Wife Business 
Partners honored with 
prestigious Go! Award

Mather Spotlight Prizes awarded to extraordinary Case women

L to R: Connie & Kevin Johnson.

Jazmine Kirtland Shanina Knighton Naomi Sigg

Connie and Kevin John-
son were honored with the 
Goff Philanthropic Service 
award last month. The Goff 
Awards are presented every 
other year to celebrate the 
spirit of the foundation’s 
founder, Frederick Harris 
Goff, and to honor individ-
uals for their service, gen-
erosity, and commitment to 
our community.

!e Johnsons were chosen 
because of their benevolence 
and compassion in serving 
the Cleveland community. 
Among their philanthrop-
ic activities, Connie serves 
as co-chair of the Cleveland 

Foundation’s African Amer-
ican Philanthropy Commit-
tee and is spearheading the 
Committee’s summit coming 
up in April. !e Johnsons do-
nor-advised fund at the foun-
dation supports education 
and the Lamont S. Johnson 
Scholarship Fund, in honor 
of Kevin’s late brother, helps 
undergraduates in speech 
pathology at Cleveland State 
University.

Connie Johnson is the 
CEO of Visiting Angels Se-
nior Home Care. Kevin John-
son is a Certi"ed Senior Ad-
visor and works in a variety 
of business endeavors.

The Flora Stone Mather Center for Women at Case 
Western Reserve University bestowed Mather Spotlight 
Prize awards this year on several women from both inside 
and outside of the university who have made extraordi-
nary contributions to CWRU.

Among those honored with the awards at the Women 
of Achievement Luncheon on Oct. 23 were: 

Jazmine Kirtland, undergraduate student in the De-
partment of Sociology. Shanina Knighton, PhD student 
in the Frances Payne Bolton School of Nursing. Naomi 
Sigg, director of the Office of Multicultural Affairs.

Cleveland Foundation appoints 
Leon Wilson as new Chief Tech 
& Info O!cer

Leon Wilson will lead 
the development and 

implementation of in-
ternal and external 
strategic IT initiatives 
to enhance the foun-

dation’s work and lead-
ership in the community. 

Wilson brings more than 20 
years of senior-level technology experience to the 
newly created position, including most recent-
ly serving as Senior Director for Technology and 
Data Engagement for the Michigan Nonpro"t As-
sociation. He also has held IT leadership positions 
with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Min-
nesota, Federal-Mogul Corporation, General Mills 
and the Internal Revenue Service.

Michael G. Shinn Award 
winner announced 

Kristi Andrasik, pro-
gram o%cer at !e 
Cleveland Founda-
tion, is the "rst recip-
ient of the newly-es-
tablished Michael G. 
Shinn Award for Di-
versity, Equity and In-
clusion in Philanthropy. !e 
Philanthropy Ohio Board of Trustees created 
the award to honor Shinn, who died earlier this 
year. He chaired the Diversity, Equity and In-
clusion Committee, taking on primary respon-
sibility for guiding the organization’s work in 

this arena. 
Cleveland-area colleagues who nominated 

Kristi wrote of her professional and personal 
commitment to making philanthropy more 
inclusive and equitable. Since joining the 
foundation three years ago, Kristi has focused 
on helping the Cleveland LGBT community 
mobilize resources and strengthen communi-
ty infrastructures to prepare for the 2014 Gay 
Games and improve the well-being of Greater 
Cleveland’s LGBT residents.

ON THE MOVE
• George Williams has 
been appointed to 
the May"eld Village 
Council. 
• Jennifer Coleman 
is now Senior Pro-
gram Manager for the 
Arts at the Gund Foun-
dation.
• William Tarter is 
now Policy Planning 
Associate & Com-
munity Advocate at 
!e Center for Com-
munity Solutions
• Valerie J McCall, chief of staff to Cleveland 
Mayor Frank Jackson, was elected Chair of 
the American Public Transportation Associ-
ation on Oct. 3. McCall is a board member of 
the Greater Cleveland Regional Transporta-
tion Authority. 
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area’s largest black companies, aims 
to "ll that void with the creation of a 
Business Chamber.

!e new organization, which began 
recruiting new members a few months 
ago, will make its public debut with an 
Inaugural Celebration event on Tues-
day, Nov. 10 at the Museum of Contem-
porary Art in University Circle. 

!e new Chamber is a%liated with 
the US Black Chambers in Washington 
DC. !e USBC bills itself as “the nation-
al voice of black business” and its new 
local a%liate will no doubt aspires to 
become a preeminent spokesperson for 
local black businesses.

Ron Busby, USBC’s national presi-
dent, will be on hand for the launch of 
Cleveland’s Business Chamber [PCBC], 
which is housed inside the Presidents 
Council o%ces in the Leader Building, 
526 Superior Ave. NE.

Jeanette Saunders, hired this sum-
mer as the president and executive 
director of !e Presidents’ Council, 
will be chief of sta# for the PCBC. 
Michael Obi is the "rst chairman of 
the Business Chamber.

!is new development in some ways 
marks the closing of a circle that was bro-
ken in 1996 when the biggest members 
of the former Cleveland Business League 
went o# to form the core of !e Presidents’ 
Council. !e Council has developed a 
number of signi"cant programs over the 
years through its foundation, including its 
Emerging Entrepreneurs and PC Scholars. 

But while there are a number of or-
ganizations that encourage or support 

minority business growth, there has not 
been an organization whose sole focus 
was to support, advocate, and represent 
the collective interest of black businesses, 
the vast majority of which have only a very 
few employees and typically lack su%cient 
resources to have an independent voice.

According to its website, http://
thepresidentscouncil.com/member-
ships/, the Business Chamber will 
advocate on public policy issues that 
a#ect African American business-
es, connect them with organizations 
that can assist with common business 
needs such as bonding, certi"cation, 
raising capital, etc., promote busi-
ness-to-business services and growth 
opportunities, and o#er group pur-
chasing discounts.

Tickets to the Celebration are $65 
and can purchased via the website or 
by calling 216.771.8702.

Business Chamber membership 
starts at $75 for professionals/individuals 
and $100 for “solopreneurs”. Members 
receive a discount for the Nov. 10 event.

!e Real Deal Press is a charter 
member of the Business Council.

Reach More Potential 
Clients When you 
Advertise with Us!

Advertising Sales: 
Paul K. Jones (216.338.7038) 

New Business Chamber debuts Nov. 10
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Ron Busby

Cleveland Municipal Court  
Earle B. Turner, Clerk

POSITION AVAILABLE

POSITION: Accountant
MUST HAVE: Accounting Degree

2-3 years experience
Excel, Word, PC skills

Email resume and cover letter to:
clerkofcourts@cmcoh.org 
or FAX to Marisellie Rivera 

216-664-4065  
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  

November 20, 2015
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One of the best-known 
tickets for small business suc-
cess is said to be securing a 
guaranteed-contract from a 
local, state or federal govern-
ment agency. If the contract 
is set, and a business owner 
knows how to effectively sup-
ply the product or service that 
the government is willing to 
pay for, what could go wrong?

The federal government 
spends about $500 billion 
in contracts every year, with 
laws requiring that 23% of 
that spending earmarked to be 
awarded to small businesses. 
Thousands of local and state 
government agencies award 
billions of dollars of addition-
al business contracts to thou-
sands of businesses. This does 
not include additional billions 
of dollars awarded by thou-
sands of school districts across 
the county.

A short list of the products 
and services that government 
contracts provide include road 
and highway construction, 
building renovation, environ-
mental remediation, school 
book publishing, housing dem-
olition, o%ce supplies, com-
puter and information services, 
military supplies, as well as cafe-
teria and food services. 

But ask any entrepreneur 
who has had a contract with a 
local or state government, or 
even Uncle Sam, and they will 
tell you that it’s not all what it’s 
cracked up to be.

Reimbursements and pay-
ments from government ser-
vices usually are known to be 
“slow pays” – with collections 
taking significantly longer 

than they do from private 
companies and individual con-
sumers. This especially hurts 
small and minority businesses, 
whose workers and subcon-
tractors usually cannot afford 
to wait long to get paid. 

Before jumping to sign on 
the dotted line of that contract 
that promises regularly-sched-
uled payments, business-owners 
need to consider a few things:
• Exactly what is the number 

of days or weeks it will take 
from when my business 
provides the product and 
service to the time that I 
collect payment? Many 
businesses have gone un-
der – not because they 
weren’t pro"table – but 
because they didn’t have 
the cash on hand to pay 
their suppliers promptly. 
No matter how much the 
government pays on the 
contract, business owners 
need to make sure the tim-
ing of the payments "ts the 
due dates of their bills.

• Pay attention to the "ne 
print! Business owners 
need to closely review 
contract requirements re-
garding requirements for 
the amounts of goods and/
or services that they are 
expected to provide, and 
how o$en.

• What impact will this con-
tract have on the operation 
of my business? 

• Very o$en government 
contracts require that a 
business pay workers a 
higher wage rate than what 
they otherwise would pay, 
or even provide higher 
health and safety standards. 
Entrepreneurs need to be 
aware of these stipulations.

• What are my chances for 
renewing or extending my 
contract? It’s important for 
a business owner to know 
what she has to do to keep 
a lucrative contract. Does 
the company have the abil-
ity to ensure customer sat-
isfaction, and is that good 
enough to keep away po-
tential competitors?

• Does my contract award 
only ensure that I will be 
one of several other suppli-
ers considered to perform 
a speci"c project? Many 
contracts call for an agency 
to routinely rotate projects 
among several contractors. 
Small business owners need 
to know this before aggres-
sively bidding for a contract.

Before getting involved in 
government contracts, small 
business owners should take 
time to research the specifics 
of their potential arrangements 
by attending industry-spon-
sored government events, or 
pre-bidding seminars. Gov-
ernment representatives an-
swer questions about contracts 
at these events.

Entrepreneurs considering 
a government contract should 
also seek help from mentoring 
programs that are specifically 
offered by the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration (SBA), 
the U.S. General Services Ad-
ministration (GSA), SCORE, 
the local Urban League, com-
munity and/or neighborhood 
development corporations, or 
local governments.

Just as is the case before 
signing any agreement, wise 
entrepreneurs always commit 
the time to do their home-
work. Every business or con-
tract opportunity will not fit 
your business goals. 

Contracts Don’t Guarantee Success
THE WORD ON SMALL BUSINESS

By  Kirby Freeman
RDP CORRESPONDENT

Community Bulletin Board

Ta-nehesi Coates at Cleveland State Nov. 2
Ta-nehesi Coates, a best-selling author and nation-

al correspondent for !e Atlantic, will appear at Cleve-
land State’s Waetjen Auditorium, 2001 Euclid Ave., 
under the auspices of !e City Club, on Nov. 2 at 7pm. 

Coates achieved break out prominence last year 
with the publication of his lengthy essay Case for Rep-
arations, documenting the government-sponsored 
systemic economic oppression of America’s black citi-
zens right up to World War II. !is year, he penned the 
equally explosive book, Between the World and Me, a 
Baldwin-like six-chapter letter to his 15-year-old son 
inspired by the shooting of Michael Brown in Fergu-
son.

Coates will participate in a conversation on his new 
book that is sure to touch on such topics as the Black 
Lives Matter movement and the race for the major par-
ty presidentianl nominations.

Ticket prices range from $8 for students with a 
valid ID to $40 for non-City Club members. Call 
216.621.0082 or visit cityclub.org for reservations and/
or more information.
Du"y Liturgical Dance Concert at 
University Circle Nov. 8
Sunday, November 8, 2015
6:00 PM
University Circle United Methodist Church

!e Du#y Liturgical Dance Ensemble presents 
“Water / Rights”, a concert of Spirituals that explores 
the theme of “water” in songs connected to the Civil 
Rights Movement. !e concert includes Spirituals ar-
ranged by Nathaniel Dett, Hall Johnson, Moses Hogan, 
W.C. Handy, H. T. Burleigh and others.

!e concert will also o#er a “Ball of Confusion” re-
&ection based on Motown music of the same period.

Tickets are $30 and may be obtained by calling 
216.921.0734 or emailing du#ylit@att.net.

Courtesy of npr.org
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INAUGURAL CELEBRATION 
Tuesday, November 10, 2015 
Museum of Contemporary Art Cleveland (MOCA)
5:30pm - 8:00pm
11400 Euclid Avenue - Cleveland, OH  44106

Community Bulletin Board

Angela Y. Davis to deliver Keynote  
at CWRU “#ink Tank 2015”

Angela Y. Davis, internationally 
known for her work to combat oppres-
sion in the United States and abroad, 
will deliver the keynote lecture and 
participate in a moderated dialogue 
for Case Western Reserve University 
Social Justice Institute’s third biennial 
!ink Tank—“Educating for Struggle: 
Social Justice, Empathy and Social 
Transformation.”

Davis, the Distinguished Professor 
Emerita of History of Consciousness 
and of Feminist Studies at University 
of California Santa Cruz, will present 

at 7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 13, in Ford 
Auditorium, Allen Memorial Medical 
Library, 11000 Euclid Ave., on the Case 
Western Reserve campus.

A scholar, author, organizer and 
activist dedicated to building commu-
nities of struggle, Davis draws on her 
experiences in the early 1970s, includ-
ing the 18 months she spent in jail and 
on trial a$er being placed on the FBI's 
“Ten Most Wanted List” for a crime she 
did not commit. A persistent theme of 
her work has been the range of social 
problems associated with incarcera-
tion and the criminalization of com-
munities most a#ected by poverty and 

racial discrimination.
 On Saturday, Nov. 14, local and na-

tional thought leaders will lead three 
consecutive sessions on empathy, social 
justice and social transformation, fo-
cused on labor, LGBTQ rights, immi-
gration and the criminal justice system.

Saturday’s closing keynote perfor-
mance-talk will feature the Chilean hip-
hop artists Rebel Diaz. !e acclaimed 
bilingual crew performs internationally, 
using “boom-bap” traditions and hip-
hop appeal to address issues of justice 
and provide social commentary. 

!ink Tank 2015 opens with a 
screening of the "lm, Finding the Gold 
Within, on !ursday, Nov. 12 at 6 pm 
in Strosacker Auditorium. One of the 
students featured in the documentary is 
now a CWRU student. He will partici-
pate in a Q&A following the screening.  

All events are free and open to the 
public. Registration is requested and 
can be made online through the Social 

Justice Institute website: www.case.
edu/socialjustice/events/upcomin-
gEvents.html. More information is 
available on the website or by calling 
the institute at 216-368-7568. 
Celebration of Human Services  
program Nov. 17

!e First Annual Center for Com-
munity Solutions Awards for Public 
Service in Honor of John A. Begala will 
be presented to Ohio legislators Sen. 
Shannon Jones (R-7) and Sen. Charleta 
Tavares (D-15) for their bipartisan work 
in addressing the state's unacceptably 
high infant mortality rate. !e awards 
will be presented as part of the Celebra-
tion of Human Services in Cleveland 
on November 17. !e program will 
also include presentation of the $20,000 
Anis"eld-Wolf Memorial Award and 
MTV Awards, and an address by Ron-
ald Richard, president and CEO of the 
Cleveland Foundation. Event is free; 
reservations are requested by Nov. 12.

(l)Angela Davis 
& (r) Rob & G-1 
of Rebel Diaz

#e Presidents' Council Business 
Chamber - We Mean Business

This celebration marks the launch of a new era for 
The Presidents' Council as the collective voice for Af-
rican American economic empowerment and recog-
nized leader in providing resources for their econom-
ic development, growth, and profitability.  Through 
a strategic system of support, inclusion, and collabo-
ration, PCBC is the resource connector in Northeast 
Ohio for organizations that support African Ameri-
can businesses.

Reserve your ticket today! Call 216.771.8702 x 
225 or visit www.thepresidentscouncil.com or email 
info@thepresidentscouncil.com.
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for police.
One of the most poignant 

comments came from Elaine, 
a ten-year Cleveland resident 
who said her late husband, 
who was mentally ill follow-
ing serious childhood abuse, 
had regular encounters with 
the police, and was some-
times "xated on “suicide by 
police”. She indicated that 
these encounters were very 
much a mixed bag, with some 
o%cers acting with the ut-
most professionalism while 
others were clearly out of 
their depth in trying to han-
dle the challenges her hus-
band presented.

Turning to the issues of 
today, she spoke moving-
ly about “the beautiful little 
boys who are running amok 
through our neighborhood” 
and urged the Commission 
to look at other societies and 
communities for solutions 
based on "nding and eradi-

cating the roots of violence.
Longtime Cleveland activ-

ist Don Freeman had a two-
part comment, "rst addressing 
what he calls “the Cleveland 
atrocity”, the still-unresolved 
62 police car chase in No-
vember 2012 that ended in a 
137-bullet fusillade and the 
deaths of two unarmed cit-
izens, and second, how the 
arbitration procedures built 
into the disciplining of police 
almost uniformly result in 
police going unpunished for 
egregious conduct.

Other commenters in-
cluded a cousin of Tamir Rice 
who asked how to hold police 
accountable when they violate 
their own rules; former Plain 
Dealer reporter Dick Peery 
who cited both the e%cacy of 
former court orders in bring-
ing diversity to Cleveland’s 
safety forces and the city’s 
failed process in hiring Pa-
trolman Timothy Loehmann, 

who fatally shot and killed 
Tamir Rice a year ago in still 
another unresolved case.

Also speaking was Luis 
Colon, a former aide to 
ex-Congressman Dennis 
Kucinich, who called for 
more Hispanic representation 
across city “entities”.

Ward 14 Councilman Bri-
an Cummins noted how long 
it took for this meeting to oc-
cur following the scathing in-
dictment of the Cleveland Po-
lice by the Justice Department 
last December. He urged the 
Commission to "le an interim 
report a$er six months, pro-
vide an outline of dates and 
deadlines for increased pub-
lic understanding, and place 
hard copies of all relevant 
documents in area libraries to 
supplement internet access. 
He also urged the Commis-
sion to look at Seattle, which 
he said is three years along 
the consent decree path that 
Cleveland should follow.

David Kachadourian, a 
history teacher at Cleveland 
School of the Arts, o#ered 
perhaps the most sobering 
of all the public comments, 
and the one that drew the 
evening’s loudest applause. 
He encouraged Commission 
members to read Chapter 11 
of former mayor Carl Stokes’ 
autobiography, Promises of 
Power. !e chapter focuses 
on the informal structure of 
the police force and the chal-
lenges inherent in trying to 

change the dysfunctional cul-
ture it reinforces.
Discordant Voices

A curious undertow rose 
to the surface early in the 
meeting a$er a presentation 
by CSU Professor Ronnie 
Dunn on his 2007 study of 
tra%c stop data. Dunn brie&y 
traced the history of Cleve-
land’s police review board, es-
tablished in 1984 as one of the 
nation’s "rst. He then reviewed 
the disposition of civilian com-
plaints, noting that 80% of the 
complainants were dissatis"ed 
with the outcome of the pro-
cess even though the majority 
of them had sought only mod-
erate results, in some instances 
a mere apology or acknowledg-
ment of error.

When Dunn "nished, Da-
mon Scott, a lawyer who ad-
ministers the city’s O%ce of Pro-

Cleveland
Tenants Organization

·Evictions
·Lease questions
·Helping an entire building
·Questions lead hazards & Landlord accountability
·Landlords who have questions
·Tenants’ rights

216.432.0617
www.clevelandtenants.org

Follow us on Twitter! @CLETenantsOrg

Community Police Commission holds First Public Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

fessional Standards within the Safety 
Department, was asked to describe 
procedures related to his o%ce. De-
spite repeated urging of co-chair Wil-
liams, Scott strayed from the agenda 
to say he was “dumbfounded” that 
the commission would begin its "rst 
public hearing by presenting what he 
called Dunn’s outdated study.

A second disconcerting element 
to the proceedings was the sight of 
Detective Loomis, the combative 
voice of the police union’s rank and 
"le. When the detective removed his 
sport coat to sit, revealing the side-
arm his hip, it was a disquieting re-
minder of police power.

A$er the meeting, when an at-
tendee commented on the high 
degree of civility observed by the 
audience of 150 or so, a well-known 
criminal justice advocate suggested 
that the location of the meeting like-
ly in&uenced the outcome. He went 
on to say that he was not referring 
to the church — churches are the 
venue of all "ve meetings scheduled 
to date — but the distance from the 
site of neighborhoods where police 
misconduct issues may be perceived 
as more acute. If these meetings 
were to be held in Glenville and Mt. 
Pleasant for instance, it was suggest-
ed that both the audience and the 
energy of the meetings would carry 
a di#erent tone.

While there are many citizens 
whose concerns carry them all 
over town to participate in public 
forums on social justice, notewor-
thy was the absence of all of Coun-
cilman Cummins’s colleagues.

Clopton, one of the co-chairs, 
said it would be the community’s 
responsibility to support the recom-
mendations once they were made to 
ensure o%cial follow through. Wil-
liams, also a co-chair and the most 
vocal panel member during this "rst 
public meeting, echoed Clopton’s 
statement. She said, “!e Commis-
sion is a tool that should be lever-
aged by the community” and that the 
community needs to stay encour-
aged in multiple ways.

L-R: Commission co-chairs Rhonda Y. Williams, Craig D. Boise, and Mario C. Clopton; Commission member Steve Loomis.

“We need to 
do something 
about “the 
beautiful 

little boys 
who are 

running amok 
through our 

neighborhood”
 — a resident of 

Cleveland’s west 
side, speaking 

to the Community 
Police Commission
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Should We Endorse? 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

there’s too o$en a shortage of is 
information about things that 
matter. Like what goes on in 
our city halls, with and among 
our political representatives and 
candidates for o%ce. Or what’s 
going on in our schools, wheth-
er down the street or in Colum-
bus, where, in case you hadn’t 
noticed, laws are being passed 
and policies implemented that 
are wrecking the infrastructure 
of our public school systems in 
ways that may be irreversible.

!e economics of the news 
business in today’s digital world 
mean that even less news rele-
vant to where we live is getting 
through to us. A dwindling num-
ber of us can remember the days 
when Cleveland had three daily 
newspapers — three! — actually 
competing to uncover import-
ant news. Nowadays, the one 
24/7 news organization in town 
struggles with declining editorial 
resources to keep up with what it 
deems the essential beats, mean-
ing if you live in a "rst-ring sub-
urb, your information needs get 
fed with more lard than protein.

Recognition of these cir-
cumstances is what in part gave 
rise to !e Real Deal Press. Our 
editorial focus, starting from 

when we were just a blog, has 
long been on those communi-
ties where news coverage has 
visibly receded if not already 
vanished. Places like Maple 
Heights, Euclid, Warrensville 
Heights, Lee-Harvard, where 
coincidentally or otherwise, Af-
rican Americans have become 
the majority and only the crime 
beat seems relevant to television 
and print news editors.

So that leaves us o$en as the 
sole reporter at many city hall 
meetings. And it truly is there 
that one gets a sense of com-
munity, whether the talk is of 
municipal budgets, storefront 
vacancies, trash pickups, garden 
clubs or scout troops. And it is 
there that one observes which 
council people do their home-
work, who is lazy or likes to 
grandstand, which mayors are 
misanthropic, etc. 

Our attention to these com-
munities has given us insight, 
we think, as to who should be in 
o%ce and who shouldn’t.

Does that mean we should 
endorse? Maybe. Do you want 
us to? We don’t know. Do you 
want just the information with-
out the recommendation? 

Recommendations are o$en 

shallow, if not altogether hollow. 
!e Plain Dealer endorsed a 
candidate for Euclid mayor and 
gave not a single reason why she 
was preferred. !ey did perform 
a valuable service in videotaping 
and posting their endorsement 
interview with the three prima-
ry candidates. We interviewed 
the same three candidates and 
observed qualities in each that 
could serve Euclid well. But we 
didn’t think we knew enough to 
make a solid recommendation.

!is election cycle we were 
propositioned for the "rst time. 
Somebody thought enough of 
our audience that they wanted 
to buy our editorial position. We 
o#ered them ad space but they 
turned it down when they saw 
that our editorial stance didn’t 
come with it. !ese were peo-
ple who want to see State Issue 3 
pass. Many of the Issue 3 advo-
cates — including some public 
o%cials — have either been paid 
to hype the bene"ts of mari-
juana legalization to the black 
community, or they are hoping 
to cash in one way or another if 
their issue becomes law.

While endorsements are 
sometimes about money, that 
isn’t necessarily always the case. 

Take the Black Women’s Political 
Action Committee for instance, 
a group with a venerable his-
tory. BWPAC was founded in 
1983 when black women, who 
formed the backbone of many 
campaigns in our community, 
for both black and white male 
candidates, found themselves 
disrespected when some of 
them wanted to run for o%ce. 
It became clear that while the 
impressive organizing and com-
munication skills of black wom-
en were valued in the trenches, 
they were still considered third-
class when it came to being 
candidates. So they organized, 
raised money, harnessed assets 
and began to support each other. 

Black women in Cuyahoga 
County were so successful that 
they have become judges, leg-
islators, and mayors through-
out our larger community. In 
the process the organization 
they built, BWPAC, became a 
powerful player in Cuyahoga 
County, sought a$er for their 
endorsements. And that was 
a good thing. Until their pro-
cess lost "rst its integrity and 
then its legitimacy.

Today the BWPAC, like so 
much in our community, retains 

the appearance of strength but 
is rotting from within. It has be-
come a clique of politicians who 
too o$en endorse not from con-
viction but from a level of petti-
ness that is shameful. !ey are 
restrictive in who they interview, 
closed in their process, punitive 
on a personal level, and this year 
so screwy that they endorsed a 
candidate for Cleveland Heights 
City Council who bids fair to be 
called a white racist.

!at said, we think endorse-
ments can be valuable. But voters 
need to use them wisely. Consider 
the source. Consider the message.

In this election cycle, we 
are making one endorsement 
and one endorsement only. It 
is for Maple Heights mayor, 
and you can "nd our choice 
on the editorial page. 

We have followed Maple 
politics carefully enough to feel 
that our endorsement brings 
value to voters. We want to 
endorse carefully, because we 
want our endorsement to mean 
something when it’s given and 
when it’s received.

We’d like to know your 
thoughts on whether you 
think we should do more of it 
or not do it at all.
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Maple Heights brings to 
mind the Tolstoy opening 
from Anna Karennina [we 
haven’t read the book] about 
unhappy families: “All happy 
families are alike; each un-
happy family is unhappy in 
its own way.”

Like many "rst-ring sub-
urbs in Cuyahoga County, 
Northeast Ohio, around the 
state and across the country, 
Maple Heights is struggling 
with a host of economic and 
structural challenges, includ-
ing a declining tax base, dis-
investment, changing demo-
graphics, to name but a few.

!e city seems worn our, 
and its current crop of elected 
o%cials, headed though cer-
tainly not led by the departing 
Je# Lansky, is certainly worn 
out. At the twice-monthly 
council meetings, the lack 
of energy is palpable, no one 
has a new idea, and the entire 
gathering seems a tired parody 
of Waiting for Godot, as the 
city seems to wait for the repo 
man and the utility shuto# 
man to arrive. 

!e city is not without 
some assets that could aid in 
a modest comeback. Its cen-
tral location is a prime asset, 
its proximity to all parts of 
the County is perhaps the 
best of any Cuyahoga suburb.

But what the city needs 
is a fresh start, new leader-
ship. Of the two candidates, 
Annette Blackwell and Bill 
Brownlee, we think Blackwell 
is what the city most needs at 
this time.

We think very highly of 
Brownlee to be sure. Unlike 
his City Council colleagues, 
who detest him and resent 
his every utterance, we think 
he actually has a certain 
charm. He has undeniable 
intelligence, he’s analytical, 
methodical, imaginative, and 
logical.  His fellow council 
members saw him as so smug 
and cocksure, they censured 
him just for being himself.

And that’s a problem 
when you are trying to gov-
ern. It doesn’t matter if you 
are the smartest person in 
city hall if you can’t get along 

with others. Ask East Cleve-
land’s mayor, or the recalled 
Richmond Heights mayor. Of 
course, sometimes people op-
pose you because you threat-
en their cushy situation, but 
there doesn’t appear to be 
much comfort to be found 
anywhere in Maple Heights 
these days. And when hard 
choices have to be made, it’s 
important that a leader know 
how to smooth the process as 
much as possible.

So here’s an endorsement 
for Ms Blackwell whose vir-
tues we haven’t even enumer-
ated. She’s pretty smart her-
self, especially on matters of 
"nance and taxation, because 
that’s how she makes her liv-
ing. And she knows enough 
about personal relationships 
to have connected with lots 
of parents during her years 
working as a volunteer in 
the school district. In fact it 
was that volunteer work that 
helped her connect with the 
voters, and to establish the 
lines of communication that 
helped her win the city’s "ve-

way primary by a decisive 
margin over her rivals. 

Blackwell will need to 
draw on those people skills. 
She will also need to draw 
on the ideas and abilities of 
some of the city’s best minds. 
We think she’s smart enough 
to do that, and maybe even 
smart enough to "nd a place 
for a smart, industrious guy 
like Brownlee in her admin-
istration.

Blackwell is the best bet 
for Maple.
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Blackwell for Mayor in Maple Heights

Annette Blackwell

Late Breaking News:
On  November 12 from 5:30pm to 

8pm, a conversation will take place at 
the Cleveland Foundation, 1422 Euclid 
Ave. on the opportunities and chal-
lenges that exist today in the public 
sector.

The discussion will also address the 
importance of economic development, 
entrepreneurship, community engage-
ment and education for Cleveland’s 
future. Guest speakers will include 

Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson and 
Dr. Mittie Davis Jones, chair of Urban 
Studies at Cleveland State University.

The moderator will be Angela Jones 
of the National Forum of Black Public 
Administrators [NFBPA]. The prima-
ry event sponsor is the National Urban 
Fellows program.

There is no charge to attend but res-
ervations are requested by Nov. 5. Call 
216.861.3810.
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THE STOKES FAMILY SALUTES CLEVELAND: THANK YOU!
Tuesday, August 

18, 2015 was the 
official closing of 

a unique American story 
with the passing of my 
uncle, Louis Stokes. His 
brother, my father Carl, 
preceded him in death 
on April 3, 1996 when 
I was 26 years old. My 
father’s death changed 
my uncle’s view on how 
he would move forward 
professionally for the 
next nineteen years.

The City of Cleve-
land has changed tre-
mendously economical-
ly, socially, culturally, 
and politically since its 
founding, but most 
significantly for me — 
while then and now one 
of the most segregat-
ed cities in the country 
— it became the cradle 
where two black men 
reared by a single, un-
lettered woman could 
come to be a mayor and 
a Congressman. And it 
saw a transformation 
from the Civil Rights 
era into the era of black 
politics that provided 
for senior level profes-
sional positions, con-
tracting opportunities, 
parks and communi-
ty centers to be built, 
economic development 
partnerships to be es-
tablished, and much 
more for black peo-
ple and black business 
owners and communi-
ties under my father’s 

leadership.
As for opportuni-

ties under my uncle’s 
30-year Congressional 
tenure and in a post-re-
tirement where he con-
tinued to wield his in-
fluence — including in 
Cleveland and many 
other places around the 
country, even Puerto 
Rico — veterans facili-
ties, educational insti-
tutions, governmental 
institutions of all kinds, 
benefited from his keen 
insights on how to 
make government serve 
all people more effec-
tively across gender, 
age and color lines. It 
is incredible to consid-
er what he was able to 
accomplish during his 
time here on earth.

While much is known 
about their mother’s he-
roic work raising sons 
as a single parent, there 
is an aspect to their per-
sonal journeys about 
which even most Cleve-
landers are unaware.

Both my father and 
uncle had full custo-
dy of their respective 
children. This should 
not be skewed as a 
negative against either 
my or my cousins’ re-
spective mothers, with 
whom we have all al-
ways maintained very 
positive relationships. 

Still, you can only 
imagine the early days 
of a father rearing Carl 

Jr., Cordi and Cordell 
for my father and Shel-
ley, Angie, and Chuckie 
for my uncle [Lori was 
the child of my uncle 
and Aunt Jay], while 
pursuing their respec-
tive careers during 
those tense and tumul-
tuous years. Now, that 
is courageous! Can you 
imagine?

The photo accompa-
nying this article was 
the last time the three 
of us were together at 
the famed Vel’s-on-
the-Circle Party Cen-
ter (That’s my niece 
Quinn McBee, Cordi’s 
daughter, eating off to 
the side).

This reminiscence 
is a tribute to all of 
Cleveland’s residents 
for the outpouring of 
love and support you 
provided all of my 
family during the re-
spective funeral ser-
vices for our father and 
uncle. Your support 
provided the comfort 
required to endure. 
Whether you voted 
for them all the time, 
some of the time or 
never voted for them 
at all, doesn’t matter 
because as a city you 
were there when it 
counted, so thank you!

Lastly, to both for-
mer Mayor Michael 

White and current 
Mayor Frank Jackson 
and all of their respec-
tive staff — thank you 
so much for the seam-
less transition for our 
family from death to 
burial. Your leader-
ship is undeniable. 
Our family sends our 
love to all of you and 
commits to this com-
munity our service 
within our person-
al capabilities. I will 
continue to see you in 
the community. 

God bless!

Cordell E. Stokes
Your Servant for Life

My father, second from right, had just returned from the Seychelles Island in 1995 
following his service as Ambassador. He died the following year.

Cordell E. Stokes
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Motown’s Smokey Robinson to receive CWRU honorary degree
Presentation opens 20th Annual Music Masters tribute concert on Nov. 7,

Western Reserve University 
will award an honorary degree 
to William “Smokey” Robinson 
to open the 20thAnnual Music 
Masters Series tribute concert at 
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Nov. 7, at 
PlayhouseSquare’s State !eatre 
honoring the lifetime contribu-
tions of the legendary R&B and 
soul singer-songwriter, produc-
er and talent scout.

!e honorary Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree ac-
knowledges Robinson’s many 
musical and cultural contri-
butions, which extend from 
enduring songs to his leader-
ship in the music industry.

In a statement accompany-
ing the announcement. Presi-
dent Barbara R. Snyder said, 
“His voice and lyrics captured 

joy, heartbreak and many oth-
er emotions that comprise the 
human condition. His story 
is testament to the power of 
talent, combined with dedica-
tion and support.”

Robinson is widely consid-
ered one of the most in&uential 
popular music artists of the 20th 
century, creatively combining 
pop music with early rock and 
roll and gospel. In addition to 
fronting the Miracles, Robin-
son served as a Motown vice 
president for several years, pro-
ducing, writing and scouting for 
talent as Berry Gordy Jr.’s most 
trusted con"dant and right-
hand man.

Robinson wrote hit songs 
for Marvin Gaye, the Temp-
tations, Martha and the Van-

dellas, the Supremes, the Four 
Tops and countless others. In 
2006, he was inducted into the 
Songwriters Hall of Fame; he 
received a Kennedy Center 
Honor the same year.

Rolling Stone magazine, in 
featuring Robinson as one of 
the world’s 100 greatest sing-
ers of all time (No. 20), de-
scribed his unique style this 
way: “His high, delicate de-
livery marked him as not so 
much a tenor as a male sopra-
no, able to glide into a heart-
breaking falsetto that remains 
one of the most distinctive 
sounds of 20th-century pop.”

Paul McCartney once 
marveled: “Smokey Robinson 
was like God in our eyes.” 

!e tribute concert culmi-

nates a weeklong celebration 
(Nov. 2-7) of the life and leg-
acy of Robinson, who will at-
tend to accept the award, but 
is not scheduled to perform.

Other featured events in-
clude a keynote lecture, “You 
Really Got a Hold on Me,” by 
famed rock journalist Dave 
Marsh on !ursday, Nov. 5, 
at 7 p.m. at Case Western Re-
serve’s Tinkham Veale Uni-
versity Center Ballroom. !e 
event is free and reservations 
are not required.

A conference on Robin-
son’s life and legacy, organized 
in partnership with the Rock 
Hall, will be held Saturday, 
Nov. 7, from 10:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m., in the Rock Hall’s 
Foster !eater. Tickets are $25 

and are available at tickets.
rockhall.com. For a full list 
of events scheduled Nov. 2-7, 
visit rockhall.com.

Tickets to the Nov. 7 trib-
ute concert range from $30 to 
$100 and are available at the 
PlayhouseSquare box o%ce 
by calling 216.241.6000, or by 
visiting playhousesquare.org. 

Courtesy of amazon.com
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Multi-award winning Ca-
mille A. Brown & Dancers will 
perform Black Girl: Linguistic 
Play on Saturday, November 
14 at 8:00 p.m. at the Hanna 
!eatre in Playhouse Square. 
!e piece, commissioned by 
DANCECleveland to com-
memorate their 60th Anniver-
sary Season, recently premiered 
at the Joyce !eater in New 
York City to favorable reviews.

"We were overjoyed to re-
ceive a 2014 Joyce Award and 
funding for this great project," 
said DANCECleveland Execu-
tive Director Pam Young. "Ca-
mille spent time in northeast 
Ohio interviewing women in 
the African American commu-
nity as part of her research for 
the new work being performed 
here. !e results are a wonder-
ful opportunity to introduce 
Northeast Ohio to this Bessie 
Award-winning choreogra-

pher and her company.”
Camille A. Brown & Danc-

ers use theatricality and the 
aesthetics of modern dance, 
hip-hop, ballet and tap to tell 
stories that connect history 
with contemporary culture.  
!e company's work explores 
real life situations through the 
lens of a modern female per-
spective, and, according to 
the Belfast Telegraph, features 
"incredibly inventive and en-
ergetic dancers."

In Black Girl: Linguistic Play, 
Brown explores black female 
identity by transporting her 
dancers and audience to the 
playground, courtesy of a mul-
tilevel stage of platforms and 
mirrors designed by Elizabeth 
C. Nelson.  With original music 
performed live by pianist Jus-
tin Ellington and bassist Tracy 
Wormworth, the choreographer 
uses the rhythmic play of Afri-

can-American dance vernacular 
including social dancing, double 
dutch, steppin’, tap, Juba, ring 
shout, and gesture as the black 
woman’s domain to evoke child-
hood memories of self-discov-
ery and empowerment.  

Formerly a member of Ron-
ald K. Brown’s Evidence and 

a guest artist with Alvin Ailey 
American Dance !eater, Ca-
mille A. Brown is a recipient of 
multiple accolades in dance and 
theater, including a 2015 Doris 
Duke Award, two Princess Grace 
Awards, and  the 2014 Joyce 
Award with DANCECleveland, 
among others.  She is the co-di-

rector of a new program at !e 
Jacob’s Pillow School, Social 
Dances: Jazz to Hip-Hop.

Tickets, starting at $15, 
can be purchased at www.
DANCECleveland.org, by 
calling 216-241-6000, or at the 
Playhouse Square ticket o%ce 
at 1501 Euclid Ave.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
LOCAL

Local and regional business listings from 
around northeast Ohio region.

Be among the first to 
advertise on our website 
[coming in November]. 
Call 216.672.4301. 
Rates start as low as $25/mo.

Black Girl: Linguistic Play coming to Playhouse Sq direct from Broadway
New work by Camille A. Brown commissioned locally
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Much has changed from the Glen-
ville of yesteryear and even the Glenville 
of yesterday, if by yesteryear we mean 
the 1950s and 1960s and by yesterday we 
mean from 1990 through 2001.

!e latter period roughly corre-
sponds with the mayoral administration 
of Mike White, who now lives about 100 
miles south of Cleveland and appears to 
be enjoying his life as a gentleman farm-
er, vineyard owner, and consultant to the 
Mandel Foundation. 

!e White years were a boisterous and 
tumultuous time for Cleveland, a period 
personi"ed by White’s high energy,  great 
intensity, and hands-on leadership style. 
He took over the school board politically 
and then statutorily, drove the building of 
the Gateway district, and completed the 
expenditure of more than $800 million in 
public playgrounds when he oversaw the 
building of a new football stadium.

White was known during his ten-
ure as somewhat of an orator. !at de-
scription always seemed overblown to 
us, attributable more to the force of his 
personality than any genuine eloquence.

White returned to Cleveland Oct. 23 
for a Famicos Foundation fundraiser to 
bene"t the work being done to rebuild 
a Glenville that physically bears only a 
faded and deeply scarred resemblance to 
those other, long-departed Glenvilles. But 
he brought with him a spirit of those old 
Glenvilles, and it helped him reach an elo-

quence that was extraordinary, as he spoke 
from the heart. He recalled the role that the 
Glenville neighborhood had played in his 
life and in the lives of so many others. 

!at spirit clearly resonated with 
those at the Museum of Contemporary 
Art who are laboring with Famicos to-
day to build a new Glenville. While 
MOCA is in the heart of Glenville, on 
this night one could feel it being pulled 
into and made a part of Glenville.

Several factors contributed to the 
sense of homecoming that pervaded 
the evening. For one, while White was 
the event’s honorary chair, the actual 
chair was White’s childhood friend of 
more than 50 years, India Pierce Lee,  
whom White called a “tremendous 
partner” for her community work 
throughout the city via the Cleveland 
Foundation. White also called his for-
mer neighbor and the city’s director of 
community development, Daryl Rush, 
“the hardest working man in commu-
nity development.” Rush, who was be-
ing honored for his decades of work in 
community development, was moved 
nearly to tears as he recounted the joys 
of his career shift from corporate law 
to community service.

White, who le$ politics behind a$er 
his three terms in o%ce, was most en-
couraging of young talent, saying that 
community elders “should put our arms 
around our young and say, “Go for it! 
We’ll back you up!’”

Also a highlight of the evening was 
the recognition of young professionals. 
A group of 20 have pledged to move 
[back] into the neighborhood and help 

to seed its renaissance. 
Famicos executive director John 

Anoliefo noted in his remarks that 
Rockefeller Park, which runs along 
Glenville’s western edge, is, after 
New York’s Central Park the second 
largest public municipal green space 
in the United States.

Famicos was founded by a nun, 
Sister Henrietta, 45 years ago. It has 
evolved into a community develop-
ment corporation and became Glen-
ville’s CDC in January 2014 after ward 
boundaries were redrawn and Kevin 
Conwell’s was redrawn to make him 
councilman for “the ‘Ville”.

Mike White helps Glenville celebration look back, ahead

By  R. T. Andrews
EDITOR

L to R: Young professionals Teleange !omas, Aaron O’Brien among those considering moving to Glenville, former Mayor Mike White & India Pierce Lee.
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To simply say “enough is 
enough” is no longer enough for 
Cassady Sanders.  She literally 
wears it, and hopes you will too.

!e 14-year-old John Hay 
ninth-grader was saddened 
when a close family friend’s boy-
friend was murdered in March, 
followed soon a$er by the 
Lee-Harvard drive-by shooting 
death of 15-year-old L’Shawn 
Brooks, one of her peers.  Af-
ter a third fatality occurred just 
blocks from her home, Cassady 
refused to sit still. “!e fact that 
these were so close to home, 
within a one or two-mile radi-
us was a trigger for (Cassady’s) 
idea,” recounts her grandmother, 
April Sanders.

“I wanted to get the idea 
out to stop the violence in 
Cleveland. My aunt knew 
someone who made t-shirts, 
and he actually designed a 
logo for me,” Cassady ex-
plained.  “I had a plan.  All 
he had to do was design it for 
me.”  !at was early in March.  
Before the month ended, the 
"rst batch of “Stop the Vio-
lence” t-shirts was produced.  
Each is emblazoned with the 
outline of the state of  Ohio. In 
the background is the Cleve-
land skyline and the fore-
ground features a large hash 
tag and capital letters “S.T.V.”.  
!e words “Stop the Violence” 
are spelled out underneath, 
and area code “216” is printed 
as the bottom line.  !e shirts 
come in a wide range of colors 
and in every size from toddler 
to adult. !ey are sold for $20 

regularly or $25 with a per-
sonalized image or message 
on the back.

Cassady sent Instagram 
photos of the "nished prod-
uct to many of her friends. 
“Many people started sup-
porting me right away,” she 
said.  Response has been so 
good that Cassady’s Instagram 
following has grown from six 
thousand before the endeav-
or to nearly twelve thousand 
as of this writing.  More than 
one hundred of the items had 
been sold to date, resulting in 
excess of $2,500 in sales as of 
mid-October, estimates April. 

“We deliver the shirts. 
We travel to Gar"eld, Maple 
Heights, Euclid, and Richmond 
Heights—all over,” Cassady 
said. All but a couple of deliver-
ies have been on the city’s east 
side and suburbs.  !ough it’s 
not yet available, the pair hasn’t 
ruled out the prospect of online 
sales should it become feasible.

April says her granddaugh-
ter has some speci"c plans for 
the proceeds once production 
and delivery costs are covered.  
“We have an idea for all the par-
ticipants who have purchased 
a t-shirt to be on a billboard in 
one of the high crime neighbor-
hoods.  Another idea is to use 
the money to pay high school 
students who are doing really 
well to tutor other students in 
pre-K and kindergarten.”

Evidence of the move-
ment’s growth has appeared in 
unexpected places. “I thought 
it was interesting that some-
one actually wore one of the 
t-shirts at John Hay’s home-
coming dance. !e message 

was important enough for 
that student to wear it as 
homecoming attire,” April 
said, adding proudly that Cas-
sady was named queen of the 
event for the ninth grade class.  
“Recently there was a lady on 
Instagram who had upload-
ed a picture about violence,” 
Cassady added. “She actually 
tagged me in it and I didn’t 
even know it. I was really sur-
prised.  She told me I needed 
to continue taking action.”

Exposure is on the rise. !e 
teen and her brand were fea-
tured in a July interview seg-
ment on Newstalk Radio 1490 
WERE. Support has also come 
from LCR (Loyalty, Consider-
ation, Responsibility) Enterpris-
es, LLC, a Beachwood-based 
management consulting "rm.  
Members of the Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity Zeta Omega chapter 
wore royal purple and gold ver-
sions of the shirts during one of 
their events.

One of the most mean-
ingful addendums to Sanders’ 
cause was the production and 
sale of a special batch of “Pray 
for Boston” shirts during that 
city’s response to the Boston 
Marathon terror explosions 
crisis.  !ey were sold in April 
following the protests that 
erupted following the funer-
al of police custody victim 
Freddy Gray. Still to come is 
a partnership with the Stark 
County NAACP, and a news 
segment to air on WHBC Ra-
dio in Canton—all while Cas-
sady maintains her rigorous 
academic requirements.

“It was out of balance at 
"rst,” the progressive teen ad-

mits in reference to launching 
the brand while being a student. 
“Now I’m handling the t-shirt 
sales and school much better.”

Omega Psi Phi member 
Jerry Kennebrew is excited 
about the mission.  His ini-
tial encounter with April at 
Gimme Java Café in Shaker 
Heights came from a tip pro-
vided by his fraternity broth-
er, LCR CEO Henry But-
ler, with whom Kennebrew 
serves on the fraternity’s In-
ternational Youth Leadership 
Committee.  “I told April 
‘You need to produce them in 
colors for every fraternity and 
sorority,” he said, on his way 
to an Omega conference.  On 
his way, he distributed "ve of 
the six shirts he bought. One 
recipient was Cleveland Mu-
nicipal Court Judge Ronald 

Adrine who is involved with 
a number of anti-violence 
causes.

“!ere has been a positive 
response at least at a micro 
level,” re&ected Kennebrew 
of helping Cassady’s e#ort.  
“It’s all about education. Of-
ten time, the parents are not 
spending enough time with 
youth who commit violent 
acts. !e streets are raising 
them. We take a long-term 
view.”  He greatly appreci-
ates the same e#ort Cassady 
has made.  “When the Ome-
gas have our November 14th 
Achievement Week Banquet, 
we want to have her recog-
nized for her accomplish-
ments.  Change starts with 
one individual taking a step, 
and April’s granddaughter has 
taken that step.”

Teenager spreading message: S.T.V.
By  Derek Dixon
RDP CORRESPONDENT
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CL ASSIFIED
AUTOS WANTED
TOP CASH FOR CARS, Any Car/Truck, Running or Not. Call for INSTANT o#er:
1-800-454-6951
FINANCIAL
Are you in trouble with the IRS? Owe 10k or more in taxes? Call US Tax Shield 800-507-0674
HEALTH & FITNESS
VIAGRA 100mg, CIALIS 20mg. 40 tabs +10 FREE, $99 includes FREE SHIPPING.
1-888-836-0780 or Metro-Meds.net
VIAGRA 100MG and CIALIS 20mg! 50 Pills $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW! 1-866-312-6061
MISCELLANEOUS
AVIATION Grads work with JetBlue, Boeing, Delta and others- start here with hands on 
training for FAA certi"cation. Financial aid if quali"ed. Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance 
866-453-6204
DISH TV Starting at $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) SAVE! Regular Price $34.99 Ask About FREE 
SAME DAY Installation! CALL Now! 877-477-9659
!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch. 1930-1980. Top Dollar paid!!
Call Toll Free 1-866-433-8277
Dish Network - Get MORE for LESS! Starting $19.99/month (for 12 months.) PLUS Bundle & 
SAVE (Fast Internet for $15 more/month.) CALL Now! 1-800-615-4064

CASH FOR CARS, 
Any Make or Model! Free Towing. Sell it TODAY. Instant o#er: 1-800-864-5784
Make a Connection. Real People, Flirty Chat. Meet singles right now! Call LiveLinks. Try it
FREE. Call NOW: 1-888-909-9905 18+. 

WANTED TO BUY
Wants to purchase minerals and other oil and gas interests. Send details to P.O. Box 13557
Denver, Co. 80201
CASH PAID- up to $25/Box for unexpired, sealed DIABETIC TEST STRIPS.
1-DAYPAYMENT.1-800-371-1136

LEADERS WANTED
California based company is looking to expand in the area.  Has exclusive, functional health 
beverage with 7 U.S. and International patents.  Work from home and gain tax advantages; free 
on-going training.  Earn weekly and monthly income.  Stake your claim in the billion dollar 
health and wellness industry.
Call for details, toll free 844-439-3602, 844-439-3602

Debt free holiday       
!e holidays are upon us.  Don’t go into debt.  Join a company with an emerging product in the 
health and wellness industry.  Earn from home; free on-going training.  Serious inquiries only.  
Call 216-812-0210. 

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes across the USA! Place your ad in over 140 community newspa-
pers, with circulation totaling over 10 million homes. Contact Independent Free Papers of America 
IFPA at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.com or visit our website cadnetads.com for more information.
Reader Advisory: !e National Trade Association we belong to has purchased the above classi-
"eds. Determining the value of their service or product is advised by this publication. In order 
to avoid misunderstandings, some advertisers do not o#er employment but rather supply the 
readers with manuals, directories and other materials designed to help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any 
money in advance or give the client your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also 
beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it is illegal to request any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based in US dollars. Toll free numbers may or may not reach Canada.

FOLLOW US @REALDEALPRESS

CALL 216.672.4301 TO 
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

Super Nova Communications
High Stakes Public Strategy, Political Consulting, Voter Outreach

• Campaign Management

• Robo Calls

• Text Messages

• Literature Drops

• Target Mailing

Timothy M. Bennett, Sr., Managing Partner  
Bennett.Supernova@gmail.com
216.375.9388
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Council on World A!airs hosts talk on 
plight of Nigerian women farmers

Whether in Cleveland or globally, sin-
gle mothers seeking an urban farming live-
lihood face gender-speci"c safety threats.  
However, Doris Ikpeze counters them with 
an internationally successful solution. 

Ikpeze, a native Nigerian and the Eco-
nomic Justice and Gender O%cer for Ox-
fam Nigeria shared the podium with Oxfam 
America’s Policy and Research director, 
Gawain Kripke on October 20 at St. Ignati-
us High School’s Breen Center.  !eir com-
bined focus was provision and protection for 
female farmers locally and abroad.  Accord-
ing to its website, Oxfam is an internation-
al confederation whose chapter members 
combine policy, political action and funding 
toward reducing the impoverishing condi-
tions of under-resourced citizens. 

“Collaborating with the Cleveland 
Council on World A#airs (CCWA) was 
the perfect avenue for us to bring to-
gether local and global voices and create 
conversation around the importance of 
building a sustainable global food supply,” 
explained Adam Olson, Oxfam America’s 
advocacy advisor, via email.  CCWA holds 
ongoing forums featuring policy-makers 
who focus on various social and humani-
tarian issues, including global food securi-
ty.  “!e Global Food Security Act, which 
is bipartisan legislation currently before 
Congress, would help achieve providing 
foreign aid for food growers by continu-
ing an investment in developing world 
agriculture.  Doris and Gawain’s time in 
Cleveland helped inform public discus-
sion on issues related to that bill,” he wrote.

About 54 million of Nigeria’s 87 mil-
lion women live in rural areas and conse-
quently, according to Ikpeze, are almost 
completely dependent on agriculture to 
live and eat.  “It’s sad to state that only 7.2 
million of these women own the land they 
farm in,” Ikpeze stated. “Most of the land 
they farm in is either rented or they work 
on their husband’s farm.”  Nigerian cus-
toms permit only men to have the privi-
lege of land inheritance, regardless of the 
heir’s reputation, stewardship habits, or 
work ethic, Ikpeze added.

So Ikpeze, the past Secretary General 

of the International Federation of Women 
Lawyers, began dedicating her energy to 
the establishment of what became Nigeria’s 
chapter of the Female Food Hero project. 
“We realized that there were issues of pov-
erty among these women. !e project is a 
national event which is used to showcase 
the importance of women and their contri-
butions to food security.”  Ikpeze cited the 
research "ndings of another FFH project 
representative who stated the threats to 
farming security and progress encountered 
by Nigerian female farmers were the same 
as those facing locals—“access to land, ac-
cess to markets, access to modern technol-
ogy, issues of climate change, and issues of 
access to water,” Ikpeze speci"ed.

!e project allows for any female farm-
er with more than three acres of viable land 
to apply for federal aid.  In Nigeria, which is 
divided geographically into six states, farm-
ers submitted more than 8,200 applications 
this year. From there, twelve farmers were 
selected to verbalize their conditions to 
selection committee members who ulti-
mately chose a single award winner of an 
undisclosed monetary amount.  !e award 
was enough for the farmer to buy the land 
from the owner and provide resources that 
helped maximize its use.  Additionally, the 
new landowner was assured she received 
protection against domestic violence vul-
nerability as part of the country’s Violence 
Against Persons Act—a protection ordi-
nance enforced by the Nigerian federal 
government.

“I am here today in the U.S. because 
I am de"nitely aware of the Global Food 
Security Act, and that it de"nitely has an 
impact on developing countries.” She be-
lieves the legislation, if passed, will be able 
to solve issues much the same way the Fe-
male Food Hero project has in Nigeria.   

By  Derek Dixon
RDP CORRESPONDENT

Doris Ikpeze. Photo by Randy Norfus.


